


       DAVID Y. IGE 
          GOVERNOR 

 
 

TESTIMONY BY: 

JADE T. BUTAY 
DIRECTOR 

 
Deputy Directors 

LYNN A.S. ARAKI-REGAN 
DEREK J. CHOW 

ROSS M. HIGASHI 
EDWIN H. SNIFFEN 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                 
  
 

 
March 11, 2019 

2:45 p.m. 
State Capitol, Room 414 

. 
H.B. 550, H.D. 1 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 

Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development and Technology 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) offers comments to the portion which seeks 
to amend the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 and 2040 to 
accelerate the adoption of renewable energy.  
 
The Administration does not support the importation of natural gas for electrical 
generation but supports consideration of natural gas for fueling Hawaii's transportation 
needs. 
 
The DOT supports cleaner alternative fuels and is concerned that imposing renewable 
portfolio standards on the gas utility may inadvertently harm clean energy efforts that 
seek the use of large scale biomass production to produce additional biogas, and public 
/ private partnership in developing new pathways for clean, reliable and cost-effective 
hydrogen fuel supplies.  
 
The DOT's airport bus pilot program weigh factors such as cost to buy or lease buses, 
operation cost, maintenance cost, environmental impacts, and long-term feasibility to 
make a selection between electric buses and buses powered by compressed natural 
gas.  
 
This project demonstrates DOT's examinations of clean and ultra-low carbon fuels to 
replace our current fleet of diesel and gasoline powered vehicles as a means towards 
meeting Hawaii's energy goals.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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TESTIMONY OF  
JAMES P. GRIFFIN, Ph.D. 

CHAIR, PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
STATE OF HAWAII 

 
TO THE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON  
ENERGY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND TOURISM 

 
March 11, 2019 

2:45 p.m. 
 
Chair Wakai and Members of the Committee: 
 
MEASURE: H.B. No. 550 HD1 
TITLE: RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Requires the Public Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of 
implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy 
by gas utility companies. Amends the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 
and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy. Appropriates funds. (HB550 
HD1) 
 
POSITION: 
 
The Public Utilities Commission offers the following comments for consideration. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
With respect to the provisions to modify the electricity renewable portfolio standard 
(“RPS”), the Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) recently completed a report to 
the Legislature on the Renewable Portfolio Standard, which was submitted on December 
27, 2018, and is available on the Commission’s website 
(https://puc.hawaii.gov/reports/legislature/). 
 
Overall, the State of Hawaii is on track to achieve the near-term RPS goals. However, 
there is greater uncertainty regarding longer-term goals, particularly regarding integration 
of future renewable energy projects and when and where such projects can be 
constructed and brought online. That said, should the Legislature increase interim RPS 
targets, the Commission will continue to work closely with the State’s electric utilities and 
other stakeholders in order to implement the RPS policy. 



H.B. No. 550 HD1 
Page 2 
 
 
With respect to the proposed requirement to study the feasibility of implementing 
renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy by gas utility 
companies, the Commission is supportive of conducting a feasibility study, provided that 
the accompanying appropriation will cover the cost of the study.  
 
However, in considering the scope of the proposed study, the Commission is concerned 
that the proposed scope may require a substantial commitment of funds, and respectfully 
recommends that Section 2 of the bill be modified to focus the study on key questions in 
the consideration of establishing a gas RPS, including the technical feasibility and 
potential cost of achievement of a gas RPS. 
 
As such, the Commission recommends that within Section 2, item (3) be retained, but 
that items (1), (2), (4), and (5) be removed. Item (3) refers to the scope of the proposed 
study, but the other items appear to refer to a gas RPS which has not yet been 
established. These items could be inserted at a later date, after consideration of the study 
proposed by this measure, if the Legislature subsequently establishes an RPS for gas 
utilities. 
 
In addition, the Commission recommends that for item (3) within Section 2, the scope of 
the proposed study be focused on sub-items (A), (C), and (D). This would provide the 
Commission the flexibility to conduct the proposed study in a timely manner and at a 
reasonable cost. Accordingly, the Commission respectfully recommends Section 2 would 
be modified to read: 
 
“§269-    Renewable gas portfolio standards study. The public utilities commission shall: 

 
(1)  Use funds from the public utilities special fund to contract with the Hawaii natural 

energy institute of the University of Hawaii to conduct independent studies to be 
reviewed by a panel of experts from entities such as the United States Department 
of Energy, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Hawaii gas utility companies, 
environmental groups, and other similar institutions with the required expertise. 
These studies shall include findings and recommendations regarding: 

 
(A)  The capability of Hawaii's gas utility companies to achieve renewable portfolio 

standards in a cost-effective manner; 
(B)  The technical feasibility of establishing renewable portfolio standards for gas 

utility companies in Hawaii; and 
(C)  Unregulated gas sales and what requirements are needed for the transition of 

gas that is unregulated to a renewable energy source.” 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 





Section 3 of the bill increases the electric utility renewable portfolio standard interim 
goals for 2030 and 2040 to 65% and 85%, respectively.  HNEI supports accelerating 
Hawai‘i’s RPS targets to levels that are technically and economically feasible.  However, 
HNEI notes that changing the definition of “renewable portfolio standard,” as noted 
above, would significantly increase the amount of renewable generation necessary to 
meet the current 2030 target compared to the current statutory RPS language.  Given 
the likely challenges related to land availability and use, reliability, and technical siting 
issues (e.g. transmission constraints) at these higher variable renewable energy 
penetrations, we suggest that it may be prudent to further study the impacts of 
accelerating the interim targets before doing so.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 550 HD1. 
 



mailto:henry.lifeoftheland@gmail.com
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Email:	communications@ulupono.com	
	

SENATE	COMMITTEE	ON	ENERGY,	ECONOMIC	DEVELOPMENT,	&	TOURISM	
Monday,	March	11,	2019	—	2:45	p.m.	—	Room	414	

	
Ulupono	Initiative	Supports	HB	550	HD	1,	Relating	to	Renewable	Energy	
	
Dear	Chair	Wakai,	Vice	Chair	Taniguchi,	and	Members	of	the	Committee:	
	
My	name	is	Murray	Clay	and	I	am	Managing	Partner	of	the	Ulupono	Initiative,	a	Hawai‘i-based	
impact	investment	firm	that	strives	to	improve	the	quality	of	life	for	the	people	of	Hawai‘i	by	
working	toward	solutions	that	create	more	locally	produced	food;	increase	affordable,	clean,	
renewable	energy;	and	better	manage	waste	and	fresh	water	resources.	Ulupono	believes	that	
self-sufficiency	is	essential	to	our	future	prosperity	and	will	help	shape	a	future	where	
economic	progress	and	mission-focused	impact	can	work	hand	in	hand.	
	
Ulupono	supports	HB	550	HD	1,	which	amends	the	definition	of	“renewable	portfolio	
standard”	to	more	accurately	reflect	the	percentage	of	renewable	energy	use	in	the	State,	
because	it	aligns	with	our	goal	of	increasing	the	production	of	clean,	renewable	energy	in	
Hawaiʻi.	
	
Under	the	current	definition,	the	double	counting	of	renewable	distributed	energy	resources	by	
using	“sales”	instead	of	“generation”	in	the	denominator	results	in	the	RPS	that	overstates	our	
actual	progress.	For	the	2020	goal	of	30	percent,	the	actual	renewable	generation	as	a	
percentage	of	total	generation	is	approximately	25	percent.	Similarly,	for	the	2030	RPS	goal	of	
40	percent,	the	actual	renewable	generation	is	28	percent.	
	
In	addition,	by	requiring	all	grid	connected	electric	utility	generation	to	be	100%	renewable	by	
2045,	the	Legislature	is	addressing	grid	connected	cogeneration,	which	closes	that	loophole.	
Furthermore,	the	electric	utilities	can	use	this	language	in	the	justification	for	approving	or	
denying	interconnections	to	new	generation	units	that	use	fossil	fuel	energy.	
	
As	Hawaiʻi’s	energy	issues	become	increasingly	complex	and	challenging,	we	appreciate	this	
committee’s	efforts	to	look	at	policies	that	support	renewable	energy	production.	
	
Thank	you	for	this	opportunity	to	testify.	
	
Respectfully,	
	
Murray	Clay	
Managing	Partner	
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Written Statement of Elemental Excelerator 

before the Senate Committee on Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism 
Monday, March 11, 2019 

 
In consideration of HB 550 HD 1 

RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 
 
Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice-Chair Taniguchi, and Members of the Senate Committee on 
Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism: 
 
Elemental Excelerator respectfully submits our support with comments on HB 550 HD 1, 
which: 

1. Amends the renewable portfolio standard (RPS) interim goals for 2030 and 2040 to 
accelerate the adoption of renewable energy. 

2. Appropriates funds.  
  
Elemental Excelerator is a Honolulu-based growth accelerator program founded and operating 
in Hawai‘i. We have awarded over $30 million to 82 companies resulting in 56 demonstration 
projects in Hawai‘i & Asia Pacific. Each year, we evaluate over 500 companies and look for 
innovative entrepreneurs from around the world to come to Hawai‘i and find transformative 
solutions to help us achieve our 100% clean energy goals and solve our most pressing 
environmental problems. We select 15-20 companies annually that best fit our mission and 
fund each company up to $1 million. 
  
In April 2018,  Elemental Excelerator commissioned a study entitled Transcending Oil: Hawai'i's 
Path to a Clean Energy Economy. The study found that in Hawai'i, transitioning to renewable 
energy is cheaper than sticking with oil. The faster we go, the cheaper it will be. Our clean 
energy goals and accelerated targets necessitate leadership across state and local 
government, private institutions, and community organizations, and requires early and frequent 
community engagement.   
  
We support HB 550 HD 1 because of the following reasons: 

1. It is more cost-effective: Transcending Oil found that renewables are more cost 
effective and the most cost-effective path will lead us to up to 84% renewable energy 
by 2030 and up to 95% by 2040.1Updating interim targets for the RPS from 40% to 
65% by 2030 and from 70% to 85% by 2040 tails the projected cost-effective path and 
lies conservatively within Hawaiian Electric Companies' Power Supply Improvement 
Plan, which states that "under multiple longer-term scenarios, our RPS can be at least 

                                                
1 Larsen, J., Mohan, S., Herndon, W., Marsters, P., & Pitt, H. (2018, May 01). Transcending Oil: Hawaii's Path to a Clean 
Energy Economy, p.22, Retrieved from https://rhg.com/research/transcending-oil-hawaiis-path-to-a-clean-energy-
economy/ 
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72 percent by 2030 and reach at least 100 percent by 2040, ahead of the 2045 
deadline.”2  

2. It will enhance our economy: Compared to meeting the current RPS of 40% 
renewable energy by 2030, Transcending Oil found that advancing targets to 84% by 
2030 create up to 3,500 additional jobs per year that pay $3-7 more per hour than 
Hawaiʻi’s $20 median wage and drive nearly $2.8 billion in additional investment by 
accelerating its clean energy transformation.3  
 

We respectfully submit the following comment to HB 550 HD 1 for consideration: 
The renewable portfolio standard should be amended to calculate renewable electrical energy 
generation divided by total electrical energy generation, as specified in the preamble of HB 550 
HD1. This clarification results in two benefits:  

1. It reflects the intent of Act 97, section 969-92 of Hawai'i Revised Statutes, which aims 
for the renewable portfolio standard to result in 100% renewable energy generation by 
2045. 

2. This calculation removes confusion and increases public confidence to achieve the 
State of Hawai'i's RPS goals. Based on the current calculation, the renewable portfolio 
standard could equal 100 percent while the electric grid continues to be heavily reliant 
on fossil fuels.  

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this legislation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Aki Marceau 
Managing Director, Policy & Community - Hawai'i 
 

                                                
2 Hawaiian Electric Companies’ 2016 Power Supply Improvement Plan (PSIP). (2016, December). Retrieved from 
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/documents/clean_energy_hawaii/grid_modernization/psip_executive_summary_2016122
3.pdf 
3Transcending Oil, p.3.  
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Sincerely, 
 
Cody Sula 
Government Affairs Liaison 
Hawaii Teamsters and Allied Workers, Local 996 





https://health.hawaii.gov/cab/files/2019/02/2015-Inventory_Final-Report_January-2019-004-1.pdf
https://health.hawaii.gov/cab/files/2019/02/2015-Inventory_Final-Report_January-2019-004-1.pdf






https://www.americanbiogascouncil.org/State%20Profiles/ABCBiogasStateProfile_HI.pdf


https://www.auw.org/sites/default/files/pictures/AUW-ALICE%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.PDF
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Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 550 HD1. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeannine A. Souki 

Director, Government Affairs and Communication 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 12:14:44 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

stephanie frazier Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi and EEDT Committee Members, 

I strongly support and ask you to pass HB550 HD1.  The bill would be even better if you 
go back to the original version of HB550. 

The transition to 100% renewable energy will save us money, create local jobs and 
make our energy supply more secure. To maximize these  benefits we need this bill to 
fix the map so that 100% actually means 100%. We also need to close the loop hole for 
the gas industry. Finally, given  how much cheaper renewable energy has become then 
imported oil, we will save money if we move the timeline up. 

Mahalo, Stephanie Frazier 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 5:14:00 AM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support HB 550 HD1. We need to promote more renewable energy. 

  

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 3:57:31 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christopher Biltoft Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 12:11:40 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Debbie Schatz Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Esteemed Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi and Members of EETD,  

I request that you pass HB550 HDI and that you amend to the original version of 
HB550. 
 
We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change.  Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are wrong. 
Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions.  Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 
 
Acting now will still take time for systems to be in a place that secures success.  ACT 
NOW! 

  

Debbie Schatz 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/7/2019 4:49:29 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dyson Chee Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 12:07:29 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brijit Reis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi and Committee Members, 

I support HB550 and recommend reinstating the original language so that it will be more 
effective. 

We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change.  Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are 
wrong.  Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions.  Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 

Thank you, Dr. Brit Reis 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 10:53:07 AM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support HB550. Our coral reefs are dying due in large part to warming oceans 
and valuable coastline is eroding due to sea level rise. Climate change is already 
occurring. We need to be a leader in renewable energy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Andrea Quinn 

Kihei 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 12:16:57 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Simmons Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Taniguchi and Committee Members,   

I support and ask you to pass HB550 HD1and to replace it with the original HB550. 

We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change. Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are wrong. 
Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions. Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Karen Simmons 

 



From: William D. Smith
To: EETTestimony
Subject: HB 550 HD1 being heard on March 11, 2019, 2:45 p.m.
Date: Friday, March 8, 2019 9:32:32 AM

I support HB 550 HD1 being heard on March 11, 2019, 2:45 p.m.

mailto:kulalaw@gmail.com
mailto:EETTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Dave Kisor
To: EETTestimony
Subject: Please support HB550
Date: Friday, March 8, 2019 8:13:05 PM

Aloha EET Committee

If we keep consuming hydrocarbon fuels at the constant rate, Honolulu International
 could be underwater at high tide.  That may be what it takes for many to realize there
 isn't much they can do about climate change and its effects.  Antarctic ice is 2 miles
 thick, but once it gets started, we'd b e hard pressed to stop it.  My Oceanography
 and Marine Biology teacher in high school told us when Antarctic and Greenland ice
 melt, the oceans will rise 200 feet and that was upgraded to 220.  The more
 renewables used now, the better.

Mahalo,
Dave Kisor, Puna Makai resident

 
||||||||||||||| >^.^< |||||||||||||||
Cats & computers.  Bring them into your home and your life is no longer your own.
Don't get upset when things don't work, but rather be amazed when they do!
Life is an exercise in how well you handle disappointment!

mailto:panther_dave@yahoo.com
mailto:EETTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: Lorn Douglas
To: EETTestimony
Subject: Supprt of HB 550
Date: Friday, March 8, 2019 1:49:12 PM

Aloha,

I not only support this bill, but walk my talk.... I generate a surplus of
 solar power, which in fact my surplus lowers the amount of petroleum
 that HELCO burns.... Also I grow at least half of my family's food....

Lorn DOuglas
Lower Puna

mailto:lornd@yahoo.com
mailto:EETTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


From: daniela minerbi
To: EETTestimony
Subject: support HB 550 HD1
Date: Friday, March 8, 2019 1:51:14 PM

I do  strongly support  HB  550  HD1,
respectfully, 
Daniela Minerbi

mailto:daniela.minerbi@gmail.com
mailto:EETTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 1:57:25 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mustafa Demirbag Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We need to diversify our energy sources for Hawaii . Gas is clean and cost effective. 
Gas is proven to be resilent. We live in the middle of the ocean and need gas to survive 
natural disasters.  

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:00:14 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Zoe Williams Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Emergency responders, DHS, and our Departments of Emergency Management all 
agree; we need firm energy sources for resiliency (when the lights go out, the gas stays 
on) and as a bridge to our renewable future. 

Gas energy is significantly cleaner than the 80% petroleum made electricity in our state 
and needs to be an important part of that bridge. 

If we eliminate gas, no mo tiki torches :-( 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:00:47 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Derwin Chu Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:02:58 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:07:52 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Emily Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:17:08 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Lau Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:17:03 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Felicida Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

We need to have a  diverse amount of energy resources.  We cannot only depend on 
solar.  We need options.  I believe that using a gas fired tankless heater is a way of life. 
I have been living with a solar water heater, but when there is rain we need to flip the 
switch to heat our tank. I have also seem what spike in electricty looks like on my bill. 
Then when the the power goes out, no hot water...... Gas is clean & energy efficient.     

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:17:48 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fancy Lau Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:19:22 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Pasalo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 2:48:44 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Richard J. Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 3:36:55 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mel Andrade Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/8/2019 5:31:06 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenny Yahiro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 9:38:45 AM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Zachary Tokushima Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2019 4:42:38 PM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dean Russell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I respectively oppose House Bill 550 in its current form. This bill attempts to apply the 
Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) developed for the electric utilities to the gas 
utility.  There are not enough natural resources in the state to allow the gas utility to 
meet even a fraction of theses requirements.  There are no economical or physical 
ways for the gas utility to meet these standards.  The attempt to do so will be a recipe 
for failure and cause undue hardship to the rate payer.    

Second, we need diverse energy sources for the state. Being in our geographic 
location, it is critical to have diverse and reliable sources of energy for the 
state.  Additionally, rate payers should have economical energy options that provide the 
energy security they need to live in such a remote part of the planet.  The option to have 
a gas generator and gas hot water in our homes and businesses should not be infringed 
upon. The need for alternative sources of energy has been proven over and over during 
times of flood, high winds or any other disruption in the electrical grid. 

 Third, this bill unfairly puts requirements on the gas company that would restrict both its 
regulated side and its unregulated side.  The unattended consequence of this bill would 
be to penalize the gas company without applying those same requirements to the other 
gas companies in the state. 

In my opinion, this is an unnecessary bill that restricts both private industry and 
customer choice. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2019 3:26:37 AM 
Testimony for EET on 3/11/2019 2:45:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Criste Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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